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Aspects of segmental phonology of the Central Idoma Dialect and the western Idoma dialect: A comparative study
                            Lucy O. Ikwu, Gabrriella I. Nwaozuzu and C.U. Agdedo
Department of Linguistics, Igbo and Other Nigerian Languages, University of Nigeria, Nsukka
ABSTRACT
This paper examines the segmental phonology of the central Idoma Dialect, which is the standard and the western Idoma Dialect. In describing the phonemes (consonants and vowels) of the dialects, the dialects, the study adopts the functional theory of phonemes using minimal pairs. To elicit information, the study uses the Swadesh 200 (two hundred) word list because of its universality, usability and unambiguity. Further-more about sixty (60) words were purposely selected to explore the phonemes in the two dialects with a view of identifying the similarities and differences. The findings reveal that the dialects share a strong relationship and they are mutually intelligible. However, there are major sound differences which make the Western Idoma Dialect quite distinct from the central Idoma Dialect.
Comparative study of the Nri and Ogwashiukwu dialects of Igbo
M.I. Obadan, B. M. Mbah, & C. U. Agdedo
Department of Language and Linguistics, Delta State University, Abaraka, Nigeria
Department of Linguistics Igbo and other Nigerian Languages
ABSTRACT
This study examines the dialectal difference in the Nri and Ogwashi- uku and dialects of Igbo and also attempts to the degree of relatedness between the two dialects at were in the past, one dialect.is goal, a comparatives adopted by the researcher. The data for the work were gathered through personal interview of the informant of both anti and Ogwashi-uku using the Ibadan four hundred (400) wordlist of basic items. The Lexicostatistics method, which is an offshoot of the family tree model, was used to analyse to data. In the course of investigation, it was observed non connotes were very few. However, among donates in dialect, there are sounds that shows correspondence in both Nri and Ogwashi- Uku. For instance r~h as in /aro/~/aho/ ‘year’, ʃ~s as in /iʃi/~/isi/ ‘head’,ɣ~j as in /ɣε/~/jε/ , ‘fry’
Characterisation and naming in Onyekaonwu’s Nwata rie awo and Eriri Mara Ngwugwu
C.A. Okanume, G.I. Nwaozzuzu & E.S. Ikeokwu
Department of IGBO, Federal College of Education, Obudu Cross- River State Nigeria
Department of Linguistics, Igbo and Other Nigerian Languages 
Abstract 
The work sets to examine characterization with regards to the names given the main characters in Nwata Rie Awo and Eriri Mara Ngwugwu as plays of Giddy Onyekaonwu. We identify with drama as our analytic genre because drama offers us more opportunity of linguistic and non-linguistic expression of the psychology behind the names of characters. The theoretical framework adopted for this work is the psychoanalytic theory, which was used to understand the various psyche of characters in relation to their idiosyncrasies. The study reveal that the motivation and actions of the characters implicated in the plays have their roots in the names given to them by the playwright. This was as a result of the interaction between their id and ego could not be reconciled as well as their individual shared conception or perception of their unconscious desires. Again, it was discovered that the playwright Onyekaonwu, chose names that reflected not only the action of the character but also dictated and directed their utterances in the plays. We therefore conclude that names are documentary of events or incidents in the lives of the people that give or bear them.
Dialectal differences and mutual intelligibility in the Idoma language
P. A. Achadu, C.U. Agbedo & C.N Ugwuona
Department of Linguistics, Igbo ad other Nigerian Languages, University of Nigeria Nsukka
Abstract 
The study present dialectal differences and mutual intelligibility in the Idoma language with the objective of establishing the basis of their differences and similarities. It equally looks at how these affects the level of mutual intelligibility among them. A comparative approach is adopted by the researcher. The researcher employs the assistance of 8 adult respondents from the four council are of Idoma by random sampling. Data is collected from the native speakers of the language using the Swedish one hundred wordlist of basic items and twenty-five sentences. These were used to discover the major patterns of differences and similarities. Oral interview, books and internets are employed as a means of sourcing information for the study. The study discovers that each of the dialect has distinctive ways of pronunciation, syntactical structures and word choices
Advertising discourse: Multi-modal analysis of UNN bill board
N.M. Ikima, G.I. Nwaozuzu, & C.U. Agbedo
Department of language and Linguistics, Benue State University, Makurdi Nigeria
Department of Linguistics, Igbo and Other Nigerian Languages, University of Nigeria Nsukka
Abstract 
The purpose of this study is to examine how particular realms of meaning are created intersemiotically using visual imagery and linguistic text on billboard advertisement in the University of Nigeria, Nsukka (UNN). The paper also examines image-text relations in the selected billboard and how these choices relate to success of advertisement. Specifically, the paper examines both the linguistic structures and the visual images with the view of determining if there is intersemiotic complementarity between the two rhetoric modes. Direct for study is obtained directly from billboard mounted along the streets and roads of UNN (main campus) and from questionnaire administered to sampled population. Data is analysed based on the parameters of Systemic Functional approach to multimodal discourse analysis(SF-MDA) and in particular Cheong’s (2004) model for print advertisements. The findings of the study show that various linguistic and visual resources were used to create the desired effects. Moreover, the findings show a bi-directional investment of meaning and inter semiotics contextualization between the linguistic and visual resources. Finally, the result of the sampled opinion of the respondent shows that the adverts have significantly engendered a positive image of the university in the minds of the targeted consumers.
Mpụtàrà ndóbé/ngósí ihi dᴉ iche iche n’ala Igbo
A.N. Asadu, B.M. Mbah & I. Iloene
Department of Linguistics, Igbo and Other Nigerian Languages, University of Nigeria Nsukka
Abstract
This study examines the linguistic representation of facial expression in Igbo, and provides a general semiotic description of facial expressions that are peculiar to Igbo culture. The data elicited through observation and introspection are analysed using pierce theory of signs and meaning (1839). The method used is descriptive survey. The people used to elicit information include male and female Igbo indigenes residing in Nsukka. The pictures that emerge from the data analysis tend to suggest that information from Igbo facial expression is peculiar to the Igbo culture for appropriate behaviour. These include facial expressions involving the head, eyes, mouth, nose and overall face, which have distinctive descriptive terms for capturing the various emotions intended to express. The paper also tries to look at the advantages and disadvantages of these expressions as means of communication in Igbo culture. The findings show that some facial expression are peculiar to Igbo culture, and are been used daily the people(sic). These are facial expressions involving the head, eyes, mouth, nose and overall face. It is recommended that more research work should be carried out on the same topic in Igbo culture for more findings.
Sociolinguistic analysis of language of hawker in Nsukka metropolis
D. C. Odo, G.I. Nwaozuzu & C.U. Agbedo
Department of Linguistics, Igbo and Other Nigerian Languages, University of Nigeria Nsukka
Abstract
This work examines the language of hawkers in Nsukka metropolis. It investigates the language use of the hawkers in order to highlight its role in promotion or otherwise of their products. This paper adopts Hyme’s theoretical paradigm of ethnography of speaking. The data used for the study were elicited through participant observation, while a tape recorder was used in the collection of some data from the subjects. This study, therefore, finds out that repetitive and humorous use of language by the hawkers promotes their sales, hence it enhances high turn-over while sarcasm dwindles the sales of their products. The study also finds out that the hawkers code mix (code switch) during sales using Igbo, English etc.  this paper therefore suggests the use of convincing repetitive and humorous languages to the hawkers while3 marketing their products. Conversely, sarcastic languages should be avoided.
Morphology of clitics in Owere satellite dialect of Igbo
N.U. Nwankwere, G.I Nwaozuzu & I. Iloene
Department of Linguistics, Nnamdi Azkiwe University, Awka
Department of Linguistics, Igbo and Other Nigerian Languages, University of Nigeria Nsukka
Abstract
This paper is a preliminary investigation of the phenomenon of cliticisation in Owere satellite dialect(OSD) of Igbo. The researcher used native language intuition knowledge to generate the bulk of the data used in examining the morphology of OSD clitics. Also used is a body of data collected from interactions with other native speakers. Through descriptive approach, the study discovered new clitics that exhibits multiple characteristics, functions and meanings. They include proclitics and enclitics; some of which the study tried to trace their sources of development. Clitic phenomena identified also include clitic cluster and clitic doubling.
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A critical discourse analysis of church sermon by the clergy
I.Ugwu, C.U. Agbedo & C.N Ugwuona
Department of Igbo, Federal College of Education, Obudu Nigeria
Department of Linguistics, Igbo and Other Nigerian Languages, University of Nigeria Nsukka
Abstract
The study investigates the use of language at the pulpit to ascertain its positive or negative effect in building the body of Christ- the church universal. With the aid of tape recorder, homilies and announcement were recorded at the time of pulpit application or use. The theoretical framework for data analysis is the Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA). The findings show that there is an enforcement of religious ideology and power by the clergy on the congregation through the manipulative use of language. the focus on money also takes the central stage of all the data collected and this is regarded here as a loss of focus on the part of the clergy, and by implication become a hindrance to members of the congregation in their quest for salvation through the body of Christ. The findings will be of immense help to the Anglican church in particular and the body of Christ in general.
A cognitive semantic analysis of the verb kwa
E. Onuoha, B.M. Mbah & G. I. Nwaozuzu
Department of Linguistics and African Languages, University of Lagos, Nigeria
Department of Linguistics, Igbo and Other Nigerian Languages, University of Nigeria Nsukka
Abstract
The fields of cognitive linguistics in general and cognitive semantics in particular is seen to have its central concern the representation of conceptual structure in language(sic). The study of conceptual structure has attracted the attention of many scholars on other languages but only a few works has been done in Igbo. The present study presents a cognitive semantic analysis of the verb Kwa ‘push’. The theoretical framework adopted for the analysis of the meaning of the verb is the image schema. The findings show that the verb falls into two image schemas, the PATH and the FORCE image schemas.  The study also reveals that kwà is semantically empty as some scholars opines.  Our analysis also discloses that the image schemas of kwà are experientially based conceptual constructs which can be metaphorically extended from physical and concrete to psychological and abstract domains. Such schemas are seen as building blocks of metaphors
English pronunciation difficulties among Inyi speakers of the English language
A.G Uchendu, C.U Agbedo & R. I. Okorji
Department of Linguistics, Igbo and Other Nigerian Languages, University of Nigeria Nsukka
Abstract
This study focuses on the difficulties encountered by the Inyi speakers of the English language. it provides information on how these problems naturally occurs and the specific English phonemes that Inyi people find difficult to pronounce or articulate. Only segmental phonology is considered and the model of study is Received Pronunciation (RP). The theoretical framework adopted by the researcher is the contrastive analysis.  Data were collected from the native speakers who considered to be educated in order to discover the major areas of difficulty. Participant observation, oral interviews and audio recording were used as instrument for data collections for the study.  The result of the analysis shows that pronunciation difficulties arise because of the first language phonological interference and problems inherent in the target language itself.
Government phonology of vowel harmony in Nsukka variety of Igbo
P.N. Edoga, B.M. Mbah & E.E. Mbah
Department of Africa, and Asian Languages & Linguistics, University of Lagos, Nigeria
Department of Linguistics, Igbo and Other Nigerian Languages, University of Nigeria Nsukka
Abstract
The phenomena of vowel harmony (VR), which is a phenomenon in which the vowels in a word or another domain shows systematic agreement for some property such as roundness, backness, height, or ATR quality has been of great interest to phonologies who over the years have examined this phenomenon following different frameworks thereby offering the researchers the opportunity to test various analysis according to their theoretical background. Government phonology(GP) have been delved into by many researchers who have looked at several areas of phonology following the framework. This study examines the Igbo vowel harmony following the same framework of government phonology. In doing this, it examines the basic tenants of GP and how they can be applied to the study of Igbo VH system. The findings reveal that Igbo as an ATV VH system is better analysed with the feature of headedness and that the interconstituent government is not present in Igbo as the Igbo language does not allow consonant cluster and interconstituent government are always seen in the domain of consonant cluster.
Anaphoric relations in the Oka dialect of Igbo language.
A.G. Uchendu, C. U. Agbedo & M.C. Onukawa
Department of Linguistics, Igbo and Other Nigerian Languages, University of Nigeria Nsukka
Department of Linguistics and Communication Studies, Abia State University, Uturu Nigeria
Abstract
This paper investigates instances of Anaphoric relations in Oka dialect of Igbo. The relations in question involve the reflexive anaphors, pronominal and the ergatively derived NP-trace. We adopt the binding theory (BT) by Chomsky in a series of work for our theoretical frame work. A characteristic feature of anaphor is that the lack independent reference. For this reason, they derive their reference from some other nominal expression. Whereas reflexives are lexical or overt anaphors, an NP-trace, as the name implies is non-overt or non-lexical in the dialect. It also examines instances where the reflexive anaphor occurs in a focus construction. Our investigation actually established the fact that anaphors exist in the dialect and their behaviours to a large extent correspond to the general notion of UG. While some anaphors are bound in a minimal domain, others cross clause boundaries to locate their antecedents.
Semantic implication of verb of eating in Nsukka dialect
D.C. Odo, G.I. Nwaozuzu & B. Mbah
Department of Linguistics, Igbo and Other Nigerian Languages, University of Nigeria Nsukka
Abstract
This work examines the semantic implication of the verb eating in the Nsukka dialect of Igbo. It investigates the verb in order to find out verbs that mean eat in the dialect. The paper adopts a descriptive method using hyponymy as a tool for the analysis of data.  The data used for the study were elicited through informal interview and the interviewer’s intuitive knowledge as a native speaker. The study finds out that ‘rýi’ eat is the general super-ordinate term that has other hyponyms (verbs) that denote eat in Nsukka dialect. The implication is that each meaning is that each meaning is derived from the verb and their complements. This paper therefore, suggests that these verbs should be documented, so that future generation will acquaint themselves with them. This will help the dialect and the Igbo language to continue growing
Affective meaning of marital life in Igbo
A.U Umeodinaka, B.M Mbah, G.I. Nwaozuzu
Department of Igbo and Asian studies, Nnamdi Azikiwe University, Awka Nigeria
Department of Linguistics, Igbo and Other Nigerian Languages, University of Nigeria Nsukka
Abstract
The study examines affective meaning of marital life in Igbo. It employs the analytical survey approach hinged on the use theory of meaning as a theoretical framework. The positive and negative verbalization discovered for males and females are about thirty and twenty- five, respectively. For old and young generation husbands and wives, their established pet names are about thirty -two and thirty respectively. About twenty -eight and thirty negative emotional verbalizations are established for both sets, respectively. The positive and negative words found out for the educated and non- educated husbands and wives are twenty -seven and thirty -seven, respectively. The discovered pet names common with urban and rural dwelling husbands and wives are about twenty- five and twenty-seven, respectively; the negatives for both sets are thirty-two and thirty, respectively. The discovered ordinary meanings of some emotional expressions indicate that Dimkpa means strong men, Ụtụm stands for my apple, nwaanyᴉ-ajọ ite means a woman with a bad pot, Odoziakụ means one who arranges property. About the effects, the findings show that both the positive and negative expressions have advantages, but the former outweighs the latter.
Pragmatic study of euphemistic expressions in Igbo
C.N. Eze, B.M Mbah, & C.U. Agbedo
Department of Linguistics, Igbo and Other Nigerian Languages, University of Nigeria Nsukka
Abstract
The work examines the use of euphemism among the indigenes of Nsukka urban in Nsukka local government area of Enugu State of Nigeria. It investigates the use of euphemisms in social communication in order to reach an ideal communication effect and also to highlight its role in promotion of cordial relationship among communicators. This study examines also the meaning, uses and functions of euphemisms. The use of euphemisms is culture specific. The task of this work also investigating the extent to which euphemism expressions exist in Igbo communication, to identify the types of euphemism and to establish reasons for their uses. The paper adopts theoretical paradigm of Goffman’s face-work. The data used for the study were elicited through oral interview, personal observation and introspection. The researcher adopts a descriptive survey method as a research design. The data collected were also descriptively analysed. This study, finds out that euphemism is an appropriate language style that people embark on in social communication in order to achieve an ideal communication effect. It finds also that euphemism and linguistic taboos represent a wealth of vocabulary of dialects in Igbo, and as a such, they provide a fertile soil for researchers in dialectology and sociolinguistics although not much has been done in this field of research. Besides, this study finds out that euphemism is used for both social and emotional need as it allows discussion of ‘touchy’ or taboo subjects (such as sex, personal appearances, or religion) without enraging or upsetting other people. The paper therefore, recommends the use of euphemism in social communications. Conversely, sarcastic language should be avoided as that will damage face.
Ntụlekọ mkpụrụ ụda asụsụ Igbo na Awụsa
A.N Asadu, B.M Mbah, & E.S Ikeokwu
Department of Linguistics, Igbo and Other Nigerian Languages, University of Nigeria Nsukka
Abstract
This paper is a comparative study of Igbo and Hausa phonemes (consonants and vocalic), their tones and vowel harmony. It discusses their differences. The Hausa data for the work were collected through oral interview. The purposive sampling techniques were used in selecting the interviewers. The framework of analysis was based on the functionalist theory of the phoneme propounded 
By Trubetzkoy (1939). The findings show that Igbo Hausa have the following phonemes in common.  However, there are Igbo phonemes which are not found to occur in the Hausa language.  they are /ʊ, p, ƥ,  , ɤ , ŋw, ŋ , ʔ/. Also, Hausa phonemes which are not found to occur in Igbo are: /ƙ, ƙj, ƙw, ƙj, ɓ, ʠ, s’, ɸ, ɸj, ? ?j/, and their long vowels /a: , e:, i:, o:, u:/. Hausa does not have the following: down-step tone, syllabic nasal and vowel harmony. The two languages are tone languages, and they have both high and low tone in common.
Ergativity in the Igbo language
N.J. Nwankwo, C.U. Agbedo & B.M. Mbah
Department of Linguistics, Igbo and Other Nigerian Languages, University of Nigeria Nsukka
Abstract
Many works have been done on Igbo syntax including transitivity, sub-categorisation and transformational processes like ergativity, topicalization, equi-NP deletion and extra-position among others. This paper highlights yet another syntactic process whereby the NP1 and NP2 exchange position as though in passive construction, but with no morphological transformation. The quest to classify such syntactic transformation motivates this study. Our analysis therefore reviews some relevant works including those on ergativity. Finally, our findings show that some Igbo verbs could allow some ergative pair without the usual deletion of the causative source in one of the two sentences.
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Aspects of inflectional morphology in Idoma language
P.A. Achadu, C.U. Agbedo, & I.M. Iloene
Department of Linguistics, Igbo and Other Nigerian Languages, University of Nigeria Nsukka
Abstract
This paper studies inflection as a morphological process in the Idoma language. to achieve this goal, a descriptive approach is adopted by the researcher. The data for the work is gathered through oral interview of informants from the Idoma speaking areas in Benue state Nigeria. Books and internet are used as secondary means of sourcing data for this work too. From the analysis, the work reveals that Idoma verb constitute a veritable source of inflection in the language. the future and future progressive tenses are represented by the same prefixes /m/ng – (I will). Also, verb inflection is achieved through affixation ‘ò lẹ ẹwú ŋmo ẹ’ in the language.
Conflicts in Igbo plays: A study of Obidiya and Udo ka mma
O. Achommadu, I.U. Nwadike & E.S. Ikeokwu
Department of Linguistics, Igbo and Other Nigerian Languages, University of Nigeria Nsukka
Abstract
The paper examines land dispute as source of conflict in the plays, Obidiya and Udo ka mma. In particular, it investigates corporate existence, revenge, greed and poetic justice as features of land dispute in Igbo society, as well as their consequences and the language used in communicating them. The study is anchored on the sociological conflict theory, descriptive method is used in analysing the data collected from the plays. The study reveals the theme of corporate existence, revenge, greed and poetic justice dominate in Udo ka mma and Obidiya. The study equally reveals that the playwright uses literary devices such as parallelism, metaphor and symbolism to communicate their society experiences. The case of land disputes in the two plays are reflection of land feud which is a regular routine in Igbo culture and elsewhere where lands is in limitation. In conclusion, individuals should exercise some restraints in dealing with land case for people live a short time in the world but the land remains forever.
A sense relational study of verbs of harvesting in Igbo
B.C. Igbeaku, B.M Mbah, & G.I. Nwaozuzu
Department of Igbo language and culture, Federal College of Education, Yola- Nigeria
Department of Linguistics, Igbo and Other Nigerian Languages, University of Nigeria Nsukka
Abstract
A good number of farming activities in Igbo have multiple senses that are judged to be related because the senses are hyponyms if the same super-ordinate term. Many studies have been done on sense relation generally but much is not done in hyponyms in particular. This paper investigates the verb of having in Igbo using hyponymy as a tool for descriptive analysis of the subject matter. Its specific objectives are to investigating crops vis-à-vis their relationship of inclusion and exclusion within a semantic field. The also examines the grammatical function of the Igbo nominal complement in bringing out the semantics of the Igbo verb. The picture, which emerges from the data analysis, classifies crops base on its nature or use. The paper identifies on general term of verb of harvesting in Igbo with over four hyponyms in each class of crop. In addition, the type of crop harvested determines the action and tool used during harvesting which in turn informs the nature of Igbo verb to be applied. It is also observed that these multiple verbs used in describing harvest in Igbo belong to a semantic field hence the links between the senses form a network of meaning
Force-dynamic patterns in speech delivery: A cognitive semantics analysis
M. Ndiribe, B.M. Mbah, G.I. Nwaozuzu
Department of Linguistics, Igbo and Other Nigerian Languages, University of Nigeria Nsukka
Abstract
The work seems to establish the connection between cognitive semantics and the rhetorical theory of speech at the level of textual analysis. The work adopts the system of forms dynamic and event frames in analysing the 53rd independence anniversary speech/address of president Goodluck Ebele Jonathan (GEJ). In doing this, we place this work side by side the analysis of the two texts of former American presidents using the same method .in using this method of analysis, it is discovered that a lot of event frames like: strong despite pattern, weak despite pattern, shifting impingment, extrajection, participant interaction, are optional in the address. Also the main concepts of agonistic(AGO) and antagonistic(ANT), which condition any serious discussion are employed interchangeably according to the situation that underlines each construction. The work offered a detailed analysis of force-dynamic patterns and supporting event frames inherent in the text in order to reveal how these image- schematic patterns shape logic and emotion of each argumentSince this work is not conclusive on itself, a similar research is recommended in order to explore other aspects of the theory.
Resolution of vowel sequence in Igbo associative construction: An autosegmental analysis
J.N. Nwankwo, C.U. Agbedo & E.E. Mbah
Department of Linguistics, Igbo and Other Nigerian Languages, University of Nigeria Nsukka
Abstract
This work studies the phonetic realization of vowel sequence(hiatus) in Igbo associative construction under the auto-segmental theory. Findings of the study shows that Igbo language prohibits vowel sequence and uses secondary articulation and assimilation processes to resolve it. These processes result in a reduced syllable of the output and create a failing or rising contour tone on the adjacent tone bearing unit (where different tones are involved). the study demonstrates the hiatus resolution strategies in Igbo language are feature driven and that hiatus is resolved in the languages to preserve the cv syllable structure which characterize the language.
A contrastive study of Igbo and Chinese vocalic phonemes
C.I. Okoye, J. Uguru, & B.N Anasiudu
Department of Linguistics, Nnamdi Azikiwe University, Awka, Nigeria
Department of Linguistics, Igbo and Other Nigerian Languages, University of Nigeria Nsukka
Abstract
This paper studies the contrast in the vocalic phonemes of Igbo language and the Chinese language, in order to out some difficult areas Igbo speaker and Chinese speakers may possibly encounter in the process of learning Igbo and Chinese. The data for this study were collected through primary and secondary sources. The paper was able to bring out the similarities and differences using contrastive analysis as a framework. Hence, through a descriptive approach the two languages are isolated, presented and described. The pedagogic problems are predicted base on the differences that exist in the vocalic inventories of the two languages. The study finds amongst other things that the absence of some of the vowels in Igbo which are present in Chinese will pose learning difficulties for the Igbo learners of Chinese and vice versa.  The Chinese has a greater number of vocalic phonemes than the Igbo; hence, the Chinese leaner of Igbo will have less difficulty in learning the Igbo vowels.  This sets of vowel /I a u ɔ/in Igbo which are absent in Chinese will pose learning problems to the Chinese learner of Igbo. The study suggest that language teachers should focus more on these areas of difficulties in two languages in the course of teaching, in order to enhance learning them as foreign languages(FL)
Sociolinguistic analysis of institutional support for Igbo, 1800-1961
A.U. Umeodinka, B.M. Mbah, & C.U. Agbedo
Department of Igbo and Asian studies, Nnamdi Azikiwe University, Awka, Nigeria
Department of Linguistics, Igbo and Other Nigerian Languages, University of Nigeria Nsukka
Abstract
This paper is on the role of institutional support for the Igbo language within the period 1800-1961. Its objective is to find out whether the government, non- governmental establishments and individuals have made any contribution to sustain the development of Igbo language within this period. The theoretical framework is ethnolinguistic vitality.  It discovers that the missionaries, the government, non-governmental organizations and the Igbo themselves, played outstanding roles in the development of the Igbo language. The study finds out that governments gave grants- in –aid for the development of Igbo language, revised the orthography, settled the Igbo orthography controversy, gave awards, promulgated enabling laws, set up translation bureau and gave serious attention to the adult and mass literacy programme. It finds out that the religious organizations devised the Igbo roman alphabet, published works in the Igbo language, translated classified works, challenged the anti-Igbo language policy and ran the schools. The non- governmental organizations set up competitions in the Igbo language, awarded scholarships, developed programmes for Igbo as school subject, made publications and formed association for promoting Igbo language and culture.
Igbo and Chinese personal names: a socio-semantic analysis
C.I. Okoye, J.O. Uguru, & R.I. Okorji
Department of Linguistics, Nnamdi Azikiwe University, Awka, Nigeria
Department of Linguistics, Igbo and Other Nigerian Languages, University of Nigeria Nsukka
Abstract
This is a study of personal names (henceforth referred to as PN) in Igbo and Chinese. The objective of the study is geared towards ascertaining the types of naming practices among the Igbo and Chinese cultures, the semantic content of some Igbo and Chinese names, the similarities and difference in the Igbo and Chinese naming traditions, factors that determines name giving in Igbo and Chinese traditions and the significance of naming in both languages. the study that Igbo and Chinese PN are not just mere literary labels, but are meaningful and based on socio-cultural contexts. The study reveals that the Igbo and Chinese PN systems and practices are a marker of the people’s belief system and ideology, religion, culture, philosophy, and thought. Igbo and Chinese PN are best understood and analysed when one has insight into the ethno-pragmatic, socio-cultural norms and language and culture of Igbo and Chinese. The study also reveals that the semantic content of Igbo and Chinese PN depict various content: theophoric PN ideational PN, Monumental PN, Relational PM, and Temporal PN. It also revealed that Igbo and Chinese share a lot of naming tradition in common, with some few differences. Their differences are based on their different cultural backgrounds.  The study concludes that the similarities should be better explore in order to enhance inter-cultural communication and deepen mutual understanding between the two cultures.
Speech patterns of Ubolo-Oryie lect of Igbo
M. Ndiribe, B.M Mbah, & C.N. Ugwuona
Department of Linguistics, Igbo and Other Nigerian Languages, University of Nigeria Nsukka
Abstract
The research investigates the speech patterns in Ubolo-Oryie lect of Igbo language. our objective is to determine whether speech pattern can vary even when some social variables are controlled; that is, to determine or not age distribution plays an important role in language variation. The researchers went into the rural speech community-Obollo-Orie and interviewed five men who are of the age brackets of 60 years and above. We use the five villages that make up the entire community and a man chosen to represent each village under study. These men are of the same occupation-farmers and have resided in the speech community for the greater part of their lives. They also have the same level of education. Our aim is to make sure that all other social variables like age, religion, education, gender, social status etc. do not vary. We used the quantitative approach in which we interviewed our respondents in their consciousness, tape recording them and then analysed the data.  We discovered that their renditions vary phonologically, lexically, morphologically and syntactically from one speaker to another without the knowledge of the speakers. In all the corpora investigated, the changes cover some aspects of the language level- phonological, (e.g àhò and àfò ) lexical ( e.g ńkítá and ùgòdụ)  and syntactic level.  These variations are brought about by language contact rather than any other linguistic device. Other linguistic variables are kept constant.
Error analysis of Igbo and Urhobo French learners
M.I. Obadan, B.M. Mbah, & I.Iloene
Department of Languages & Linguistics, Delta State University, Abraka, Nigeria 
Abstract 
In the field of language teaching, errors are no longer viewed as phenomena that should be overlooked but rather a major source of information on what a learner already knows about the target language which enables the teacher to make a decision on what more needs to be taught. In the light of this, this paper examines the error made by first year French student (native speaker of Igbo and Urhobo) of Delta State, University Abaraka, having been taught the French language for about two years (pre Degree and 100level). The Objective of this paper is to highlight the errors these students made and to provide explanation on why such errors were made, as a means of providing accurate data on the level of competence these students have in French grammar. The data used for this work comprised of 20 scripts of first year’s student during 2012/2013 session examination. The error analysis theory was adopted as theoretical framework. From our analysis, findings reveal that students’ error include grammatical error such as wrong use of tense, wrong use of articles, omission of articles, wrong pluralization, clumsy and meaningless expressions; mechanical errors such as addition of letters, omission of letters, confusion of letter; stylistic errors such as tautology and direct translation. Off all the errors identified, grammatical errors seem to be the most prevalent with a total of 54.8. there are also evidences to support that errors are caused by both intra-lingual factors and influence of learner’s L2 that is, the English language. This paper suggests that in subsequent classes, arrears where students’ errors are most prevalent should be stressed by the teacher during the process of teaching  
